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Problems with the use of heavy rainfall disaster
information by municipality offices based on
questionnaire survey in 2008

Yoshino Outa* and Motoyuki UsHrvama™*

Abstract

This paper discusses the relationship between regional characteristics and disaster
prevention systems at municipality offices based on a questionnaire survey. Data were
gathered from 1244 municipality offices in December 2008. Fifty-eight percent of the
offices published a flood hazard map. This rate showed a great increase compared with
the 25.7% rate of 2005. The publication rate of flood hazard maps was high in big
cities (89.7%), but low in villages (28.4%). The rates were similar for municipalities
that held briefing sessions for public about hazard maps About evacuation order by
municipality offices, “evacuation order should be announced positively” (activeness group)
was 67.6%, “evacuation order should be announced carefully” (conservative group) was
32.4%. An activeness group was 81.4% in big cities, but 60.0% in villages. The
result indicated that big cities were more active in disaster prevention measures. Small
municipality offices have few professional staff members. It is therefore important for
government or prefectural offices to provide support to small municipality offices.
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