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Characteristics of victims of the 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake.

Motoyuki Usnrvama', Saki Yokomaku' and Koichi SUGIMURAZ

Abstract

The 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake occurred in western Japan on April 14 and 16, 2016.
The purpose of this study is to analyze the characteristics of victims of the earthquake. Fifty
persons were killed by the earthquake, and 8,193 houses were completely destroyed. The
characteristics of victims were as follows: 1) The number of victims of the 2016 Kumamoto
Earthquake is the largest number of victims of a near-field earthquake in Japan since 1995.
The ratio of the death toll to the number of completely destroyed houses is at the same level as
recent near-field earthquake disasters. 2) Thirty-eight persons were killed by house collapse.
Among the victims, 35 were inhabitants of houses built before the 1980s. This characteristic
is similar to that of recent near-field earthquake disasters. 3) Ten persons were killed by
sediment-related disasters. Eight of the 10 victims were located outside of a sediment-related
disaster warning area. 4) Thirty-four victims were elderly people of 65 years or older. This

ratio is considerably higher than the ratio of elderly people to the total population.
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